November 20, 2007 STC Meeting

This meeting was held at 6 PM in a conference room at Schneider Electric/Square D. After a period of networking and snacking, the meeting began with the following chapter announcements:

1. Don’t forget to renew your STC membership. You can do so online to save time and help STC keep costs down.

2. Congratulate our newest STC senior members—Ralph Irwin—next time you see him. We appreciate Ralph’s continued membership and contribution to the Middle Tennessee Chapter of STC.
3. Submit a scholarship application by 2/15/08, if applicable. STC grants four awards of $1,500 each for academic year 2008-2009. Get complete details at http://www.stc.org/edu/scholarshipInfo01.asp.  
4. Mark your calendars and plan to attend these future MTC events. 

· December meeting entitled: Holiday Gathering: A Time to Give and a Time for Good Cheer. December 18, 2007 from 5:45 to 8:15. Complete details and RSVP link on the chapter’s web site! 

· Competitions Banquet on January 16, 2008. 

· Monthly meeting on January 29 titled: Proposal or Grant Writing as a Career.
6:30 Featured Presentations

If you weren’t able to attend the regular monthly meeting in November, you missed an informative presentation from an enthusiastic and energetic speaker, not to mention the chance for some Hershey’s kisses! Our chapter was fortunate enough to have professional recruiter Jack Molisani present a session entitled: The Top 10 Mistakes Professionals Make When Looking for Work? Jack is an Associate Fellow of STC as well as the president of ProSpring Technical Staffing, which is a firm specializing in the placement of permanent and contract technical writers. 
Do you currently want (or need) a new job? Have you ever submitted your resume for a position but were never called for an interview? Or, have you interviewed for a position you wanted but didn't get? Chances are you made one or more mistakes that sabotaged your employment goals. During the meeting, Jack presented the top 10 mistakes technical communicators make when looking for work, and he included some horrific (as well as humorous) examples to prove his point. Thankfully, Jack concluded his presentation with a list of proactive tips for avoiding these pitfalls and increasing your chances of landing that next job or contract.

The next time you find yourself applying for a new position or contract assignment, follow these tips that Jack suggests:

· Follow submission directions.

· Build personal relationships.

· Use good manners and Netiquette.

· Apply for jobs for which you are qualified.

· Include a summary of how your skills match the job requirements when you submit your resume.

· Name your electronic resume so it can be identified.

· Proofread your resume.

· Highlight your strengths, minimize your weaknesses.

· Anticipate and answer questions.

· Keep your skills current.

You can learn more about Jack Molasani and his staffing firm by visiting www.ProspringStaffing.com. While there, you can also find a copy of his complete presentation (minus the examples) at http://prospring.net/resources.php. Finally, Jack also produces LavaCon, the Conference on Technical Communication and Project Management. You can read more about this annual conference from the following web site: www.lavacon.org.
